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Email: admin.malak@education.nt.gov.au 

 
 It’s Dalay (Monsoon) Season for Gulumoerrgin (Larrakia) Country. 

The Mindilima (big red apple) and Mindimilma (pink wild apple) are 

fruiting and ready for collecting. 

 

Dear Families, 
 
Week 4, done and dusted. A big thank you to everyone who made it 
to the Meet and Greet last week. It was really nice to watch our 
wonderful students walk families through our learning environments 
whilst showcasing their achievements to date. I know teachers also 
thoroughly enjoyed connecting with families.   
 
There is lots happening within our learning spaces, and I have had the 
pleasure of receiving several student visitors to my office this week, 
all eager to share their amazing work. Onwards and upwards!  
 

Annual School Improvement Plan  

Our Annual School Improvement Plan (ASIP) provides a sharp focus in 
terms of key improvement areas for our school. This 
year, we will focus on improvement within the 
following three areas:  
 

I. Engaging, challenging and supporting 

student learning through the co-

development and implementation of a 

whole school instructional model that informs the framework for highly effective teaching and learning.  

II. Improving and monitoring student learning through targeted teaching that is driven by data informed 

decision making. 

III. Continued strengthening of our whole school approaches to culturally responsive and inclusive practices, 

centering relationships, wellbeing and inclusion as well as culture and identity for all.  

Our ASIP targets are: 

- Improve Numeracy outcomes across the school through the development and implementation of a whole 

school evidence informed instructional model. 

- Improve ‘Foundations of Early Literacy Assessment’ growth, targeting students from Transition to Year 3. 

- Increase the overall school attendance rate through the targeted shifting of students with 60-80% attendance. 

- Increase parent participation rates within the 2024 school survey.  

 

NT Learning Commission 
We are pleased to announce that we are now a Northern Territory Learning Commission (NTLC) school! The NTLC 

commenced in 2016 and includes schools from the Northern Territory and Victoria. The initiative places students at 

the centre, giving them the opportunity to lead research and provide evidence informed recommendations 

alongside their teachers and school leadership teams to improve practice within their school and across the 

Northern Territory.  

 
Ms Maddy is in the process of recruiting ‘Student Commissioners’, with 
representatives from the four upper primary classes being given this opportunity. 
Watch this space!  
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School Council Annual General Meeting 
We are now calling for new School Council members for 2024. 
The School Council play an important role in supporting our 
school and community to build meaningful partnerships and 
encourage strong community engagement. The School Council 
ensure decisions are made in the best interests of all students 
and help shape the school’s approach to inclusive and 
meaningful education. For further information, please see 
attached Frequently Asked Questions. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday the 
6th March, at 5pm within the conference room. All parents and 
carers are encouraged to come along. You may also like to 
nominate for a position on our school council. See you there.   

 

Breakfast Club & Friday Pancakes 

Each morning a large portion of our students hit the breakfast club which is held in the ‘Barra Room’ opposite the 

preschool. Toast, assorted spreads and cereal, are all on offer and it’s a room full of energy, smiles and laughter.  

 

The initiative ensures all students begin the day with a full belly. It is also an 

opportunity for staff and students to get together before heading off to their 

classrooms on the bell.   

Each Friday, the breakfast club makes way for Pancake Friday, which usually sees 

everyone gathering in the centre of the school, munching away, whilst listening to 

some tunes thanks to Mr Ridley.  

I would like to formally invite all members of our community to pop into the 

school during Breakfast Club and/or Pancake Friday. You are most welcome, and we 

offer tea, coffee, and a place to relax and have a chat. Looking forward to seeing you 

all there.  

Malak Facebook  
Jump on, like and follow our school Facebook page (Malak 
School). The page provides regular information updates, as well 
as the sharing of learning from across the school.  
 
Some friendly reminders below:  

✓ Whole School Assembly Week 5- Wednesday 28/02. 
✓ Harmony Day Week 8- Tuesday 21/03. 
✓ Ride2School Day Week 8- Friday 22/03.  

 
Take care and enjoy the weekend, 
 
Haydon Staines  
Principal  
Malak Primary School  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Why should I be a member of a School Council? Parents provide different viewpoints and have a variety of skills and 

knowledge that they can bring to the role. It is important to have parent voices on the School Council to ensure the 

best outcomes for students and the school community. 

 

How can I become a member of the School Council? If you have a child enrolled at the school, including the 

preschool, you can be elected by other parents at the school usually at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

Vacancies may also arise throughout the year (Speak to your Principal or Chair about becoming a Member). 

 

What sort of time commitment is expected? A School Council member will usually have to attend 2 meetings a term 

and where possible assist with activities and events.  

 

I don’t have any real experience. I think I would be out of my depth. If you are committed to children getting a 

quality education then you already have what a School Council is looking for. Your Principal can provide further 

information. Schools need passionate and devoted parents that can bring different skills and experiences to the 

team. 

 

Do I need a Working with Children (Ochre) Card? Yes. All School Council Members and Committee Members will 

have to apply for a Working with Children card from SAFE NT. Ask your Principal for advice or SAFE NT 

https://forms.pfes.nt.gov.au/safent/. In many instances the School Council will pay for your application as a 

volunteer.  

 

How many times a year must the School Council meet? Eight. To effectively support the school, it is preferred that a 

meeting is held once a month during the school year. Members must meet at least eight times in a calendar year, 

including the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The AGM needs to take place by 15 March. Q.25 How important is it 

for a member to attend every meeting? A quorum for a meeting (i.e. the minimum number of members in 

attendance to allow it to occur and make decisions) is at least half the current elected membership at the meeting. It 

is important that members attend as many meetings as they can. 

 

How long can I be a Member for? Parent, teacher and student members can serve three consecutive two-year terms 

(a maximum of six years in a row in the same capacity). Capacity means Parent Member, Teacher Member, Student 

or Invited Member – not Chair, Treasurer, Secretary. Invited Members serve for a length of time determined by the 

members but only a maximum of two years at a time. Invited Members are also eligible for a maximum of three 

consecutive terms, with the exception of an MLA or person nominated by the local government council. These 

people may serve longer. The Principal of the school is always a Member. 

 

Can a non-member speak at a School Council meeting? Yes. Non-members can attend and speak with permission 

from the Chair but must not vote. 

 

Where do I go for advice, support and training? Members and interested persons can contact NT COGSO for 

assistance with any School Council queries. www.ntcogso.org.au  enquiries@ntcogso.org.au  (08) 8999 3255 
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BOMBING OF DARWIN COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 

On Monday 19 February our newly appointed 2024 SL@M Student Voice Committee 

attended the Commemorative Service for the 82nd Anniversary of the Bombing of 

Darwin at Darwin Conference Centre. The students were great ambassadors for 

Malak Primary and our SL@M leadership program. A huge thanks to Ms Carol Woods 

for accompanying the students and to Sanderson Middle School for transporting our 

representatives to and from the service. 

Glen Ridley 
PE Teacher/SL@M Coordinator 
 

 
 

 


